Systematic signposting through Groningen

· Well planned signposting helps all kinds of cyclists

Dirk Ligtermoet

Groningen recently introduced a completely independent signposting system for cyclists. Cyclists less familiar with the area can now find the shortest way through the city to nearby towns and villages. And to specific destinations in the centre.
A policy document published in 1996 relating to signposting was the incentive for the signposting system for cyclists. One of the principles was to separate car and bicycle signposting. In addition, with the introduction of the parking route information system (PRIS), many signs intended for both cars and bicycles disappeared. Furthermore, infrastructural developments, such as the construction of new bicycle routes and new points of departure and destinations, required a new approach. All in all, there was sufficient reason for a totally independent, separate and new system of bicycle signposting. The decision to implement it was taken at the end of 2004.

Distinction in types of cyclists >

The planned signposting system distinguished between towns and villages in the surroundings and specific destinations in the city. It can be very difficult for (recreational) cyclists who are unfamiliar with the area to find routes through the town or special locations. The signposting plan particularly targeted this group. Cyclists to larger places such as Zuidhorn, Bedum and Peize were directed through the city. Around the city and in the outer suburbs, the names of nine bigger places at distances between 10 and 15 km from the centre of Groningen are signposted. Routes from Groningen to these places are fully signposted. The (18) smaller towns and villages are signposted from the outskirts of the city. The start of the signposting depends on the size of the place. The route to Hoogkerk therefore starts earlier than the route to Dorkwerd.

The second part of the signposting concerns important destinations in the city centre. A selection was made based on the importance for the recreational/unfamiliar cyclist, the numbers of visitors and the difficulty of finding the route. Ten destinations were finally selected, from VVV (Tourist Office) and station to municipal camp site and Euroborg. The signposting to these destinations starts at a relatively short distance, but earlier if the route is difficult to find.
Outside the town up to the urban border, the signs only show ‘Groningen’ plus, in the other direction, the relevant bigger and smaller towns and villages. Within the urban border, the bigger places are also signposted, besides ‘Groningen-centrum’. In the centre itself, the specific centre destinations are also signposted.

Main and secondary routes >

A distinction is further made between main routes and secondary routes. The same goal applies to both routes. The main route is a more direct, comfortable route. Obstructions are avoided as far as possible. In the secondary route, the scenic value for the tourist has priority, sometimes at the expense of directness and comfort. The main routes are signposted on the traditional white signs with a red text. The secondary routes are recognisable by the white signs with green text. The entire project has now been completed by the ANWB at a cost of around 300,000 Euros.
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The (purple) signposted cycle routes in Groningen.

From the centre, Groningen has signposts to nine bigger places and the main destinations in the city. 
Cyclists on the way to bigger towns and villages near Groningen are directed through the town by special bicycle signs.

